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Author's footnotes and notes

I thank Paul Cammack and Lisa Vogel for their useful comments and suggestions.
"Martha E. Gimenez"

e Karl Marx, preface to 4 Contribution to the Critique of Political Economy (1859; repr.,
New York: International, 1970), 21.

e Margaret Benston, “The Political Economy of Women’s Liberation,” Monthly Review 21,
no. 4 (September 1969): 13-27. In my book, Marx, Women and Capitalist Social
Reproduction (Leiden: Brill, 2018), I explore these issues of women, class, and identity
in depth.

eIn 1957, the year I entered law school at the University of Cérdoba in Argentina, to
pursue becoming a lawyer was not an unusual choice. I grew up encouraged to
believe there were no limits to what I could accomplish, in an environment where |
took for granted the presence of women in professions that in the United States at the
time were still considered the prerogative of males (such as medicine, dentistry,
biochemistry, and law).

e In capitalist social formations, many working-class women did both, particularly
women belonging to racial or ethnic minorities or to some immigrant populations.
The historically specific characteristics of social formations produce empirical
variations in the survival strategies working-class men and women of different racial,
ethnic, and national origins develop within capitalist constraints.

e The proportion of full-time domestic workers or “stay-at-home mothers” fluctuates
with social and economic changes. In the United States, it decreased from 49 percent
in 1967 to 23 percent in 1999, rising to 29 percent in 2012. See Jacob Galley, “Stay-at-
Home Mothers Through the Years,” Monthly Labor Review, Bureau of Labor Statistics,
September 2014.

e Martha E. Gimenez, “Population Structure and Processes in the Capitalist Mode of
Production” (PhD dissertation, University of California, Los Angeles, 1973).

¢ For recent efforts to restrict abortion, see Marisa Lati and Deanna Paul, “Everything
You Need to Know About the Abortion Ban News,” Washington Post, May 17, 2019. See also
Martha E. Gimenez, “Reactionary Family Policies in the 21st Century: The Republican War on
the Working Class in the United States,” Cultural Logic 23 (2019).

e For a comprehensive list and discussion see, for example, Judith Lorber, Gender
Inequality (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2009).

e A lot of feminist theorizing, particularly in the United States, arose from a
misplaced critique of early Marxist feminism. It was not understood that the focus of
Marxist feminism, like Benston’s, was the structural place of women under


https://doi.org/10.14452/MR-021-04-1969-08_2
https://www.bls.gov/opub/mlr/2014/beyond-bls/stay-at-home-mothers-through-the-years.htm
https://www.bls.gov/opub/mlr/2014/beyond-bls/stay-at-home-mothers-through-the-years.htm
https://www.washingtonpost.com/health/2019/05/17/havent-been-following-abortion-ban-news-heres-everything-you-need-know
https://www.washingtonpost.com/health/2019/05/17/havent-been-following-abortion-ban-news-heres-everything-you-need-know
https://doi.org/10.14288/clogic.v15i0.191630
https://doi.org/10.14288/clogic.v15i0.191630

capitalism. Instead, as a basis for critique, theorists pointed to the empirical
differences (racial, ethnic, national origin, and so on) among women in different
societies. While these facts are true, feminist theorizing failed to grapple with the
difference between historically specific factors affecting the status of women within
capitalist social formations, and the capitalist structures and constraints affecting
women that are common to «// social formations.

e For example, politicians and the media emphasize the disproportionate poverty of
women, children, and racial and ethnic minorities, as if male and white poverty were
insignificant, the poor were classless, and poverty were unrelated to the normal
functioning of capitalism and class relations. In 2017, seventeen million white people
were 43.8 percent of the poor population. See the current U.S. Poverty Statistics released
by the U.S. Census Bureau, available at http://federalsafetynet.com.

e [ grew up in a middle-class family in Argentina, at a time (the 1950s and ’60s)
when—in my milieu—being female was a fact of private, but not social or political,
significance, as, for example, class or nationality. This influenced my work. I gained
an intuitive awareness of the historicity of the personal and sociopolitical identities and
categories of analysis dominant in all social formations.

e Combahee River Collective, “A Black Feminist Statement,” Monthly Review 70, no. 8
(January 2019), 29.

¢ The concept refers to the ranking and distribution of a society’s population into
aggregates of different social and economic standing based on characteristics such as,
for example, gender, race, ethnicity, age, national origin, income, education,
occupation, and place of residence.

e Gimenez, Marx, Women and Capitalist Social Reproduction, 101-2; see also Kimberlé
Williams Crenshaw, “The Structural and Political Dimensions of Intersectional
Oppression,” in Intersectionality: A Foundations and Frontiers Reader, ed. Patrick R.
Grzanka (Boulder, CO: Westview, 2014), 18.

e See, for example, Nira Yuval-Davis, “Beyond the Recognition and Re-Distribution
Dichotomy,” in Framing Intersectionality, ed. Helma Lutz, Maria Teresa Herrera-Vivar,
and Linda Supik (Farnham, UK: Ashgate, 2011), 156, 159.

e See, for example, Lise Vogel, Marxism and the Oppression of Women: Toward a Unitary
Theory (1983; repr., Chicago: Haymarket, 2013), 177.

e See, for example, Meg Luxton, “Reclaiming Marxist Feminism,” Studies in Political
Economy 95 (2015): 166.

e Meg Luxton, “The Production of Life Itself: Gender, Social Reproduction and IPE,”
in Handbook on the International Political Economy of Gender, ed. Juanita Elias and

Adrienne Roberts (Cheltenham, UK: Edward Elgar, 2017), 39.

e Karl Marx, Capital, vol. 1 (New York: International, 1974), 566.


http://federalsafetynet.com/us-poverty-statistics.html
http://federalsafetynet.com/us-poverty-statistics.html
http://federalsafetynet.com/
https://doi.org/10.14452/MR-070-08-2019-01_3

e Gimenez, Marx, Women and Capitalist Social Reproduction, 353—57; see also chap. 13.
e Gimenez, Marx, Women and Capitalist Social Reproduction, 299.

e See, for example, Tithi Bhattacharya, “How Not to Skip Class: Social Reproduction of
Labor and the Global Working Class,” Viewpoint, October 31, 2015.

e Immanuel Wallerstein, "The Construction of Peoplehood," in Race, Nation, Class, ed.
Etienne Balibar and Immanuel Wallerstein (London: Verso, 1991), 84.

¢ Susan Ferguson, Genevieve LeBaron, Angela Dimitrakaki, and Sara R. Farris,
“Introduction,” Historical Materialism 24, no. 2 (2016): 28, 30.

e See, for example, Benston, “The Political Economy of Women’s

Liberation”; Martha E. Gimenez, “The Oppression of Women,” in Structural Sociology,
ed. Ino Rossi (New York: Columbia University Press, 1982); Vogel, Marxism and the
Oppression of Women.

eBenston, “The Political Economy of Women’s Liberation,” 24.

¢ Non-European immigrants are automatically racialized or ethnicized in the United
States and incorporated into the already existing oppressed minority groups. See, for
example, Martha E. Gimenez, “Minorities and the World-System,” in Racism, Sexism
and the World-System, ed. Joan Smith et al. (New York: Greenwood, 1988), 39-56. See
also Immanuel Wallerstein, “The Construction of Peoplehood,” Sociological Forum 2
(1987): 373-88; Barbara Fields, “Slavery, Race and Ideology in the United States of
America,” New Left Review 181 (1989): 95-118.

e In terms of Weberian sociology, the categories of oppression are status categories
that entail “a specific, positive or negative, social estimation of honor...connected
with any quality shared by a plurality.” See Max Weber, From Max Weber: Essays in
Sociology, ed. C. W. Mills and H. Gerth (New York: Oxford University Press, 1973),
181.

e Capitalist women are women who own capital in their own right, whether inherited
and/or earned, or are married to a capitalist and enjoy the privileges of wealth. It is
important to note that there are six states in the United States with only one abortion
clinic. Planned Parenthood might be forced to cease providing abortions in Missouri
and if this happens it will become the first state without a single abortion clinic. See,
“A Dark Milestone for Women’s Rights,” New York Times, May 28, 2019.

e Gimenez, “Reactionary Family Policies in the 21st Century.”

e The Strength of Critique: Trajectories of Marxist-Feminism, First International Marxist-
Feminist Conference, Rosa Luxemburg Stiftung, Berlin, March 20-22, 2015; Building
Bridges—Shifting and Strengthening Visions—Exploring Alternatives, Second International
Marxist-Feminist Conference, Academy of Fine Arts, Vienna, October 7-9, 2016;
and Transforming Ourselves, Transforming the World, Third International Marxist-Feminist
Conference, Lund University, Lund, Sweden, October 57, 2018.


https://www.viewpointmag.com/2015/10/31/how-not-to-skip-class-social-reproduction-of-labor-and-the-global-working-class/
https://www.viewpointmag.com/2015/10/31/how-not-to-skip-class-social-reproduction-of-labor-and-the-global-working-class/
https://doi.org/10.1163/1569206X-12341469
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/05/28/opinion/missouri-abortion-clinic.html
https://www.transform-network.net/calendar/event/the-strength-of-critique-trajectories-of-marxism-feminism
https://marxfemblog.files.wordpress.com/2016/09/druck_programme_marxist-feminist_conference.pdf
https://marxfemblog.files.wordpress.com/2016/09/druck_programme_marxist-feminist_conference.pdf
https://marxfemblog.files.wordpress.com/2018/07/program-marxfem-conference-2018.pdf

e Gimenez, Marx, Women and Capitalist Social Reproduction, 342.
See Andrew J. Cherlin, Labor’s Love Lost (New York: Russell Sage, 2014).
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